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More than this. In January and February, 1858, the Czar had
two memorable interviews with Sir Hamilton Seymour, then British
Ambassador hi St. Petersburg. Once more he expressed his anxiety
to come to an agreement with England in regard to the Eastern
question, ** lest the sick man should suddenly die upon our hands,
and his heritage fall into chaos and dissolution ". He was prepared
indeed with a specific scheme. Servia, Bulgaria, and the Danubian
Principalities were to be erected into independent states under
Russian protection, and England, to secure her route to the East,
might annex Egypt, Crete, and Cyprus. Russia, he declared,, did
not desire permanently to occupy Constantinople; but, if she did
not, neither should England or France or any other great Power.
Least of all would Russia permit a revival of the Byzantine Empire
in favour of Greece, or the " breaking up of Turkey into little
Republics, as an asylum for the Kossuths, Mazzinis, and other
revolutionists ". The English Ministers refused to admit that the
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire was imminent, or to discuss a
partition of the inheritance.1 The Czar, therefore, proceeded to
plough his lonely furrow at Constantinople,
Lord            Lord Stratford, meanwhile, did not allow the grass to grow under
!^^Jd his feet. His first task was to persuade Menschikof? to separate the
cliffe at question of the Holy Places from that of a general Russian protec-
Conatan- torate over the Greek Christians. This important distinction having
op e been secured Stratford then induced the Porte to give satisfaction to
Russia on the former point. The dispute as to the Holy Places was
thus comfortably settled before the end of April. But the concession
made by the Porte effected no improvement in the diplomatic situa-
tion. On the contrary, as the Porte became more conciliatory,
-M^schikoff-becmneTQofe menacing! TSut he was now or* weaker
ground, and he kn$w it. Too late he perceived that he had fallen
an easy prey to Lord Stratford's astuteness. The latter advised the
Porte to refuse the protectorate claimed by Russia, and on May 22nd
Menschikoff and the staff of the Russian Embassy quitted Constanti-
nople. A week later the Porte addressed to the Powers a Note
announcing that " the question of the Holy Places had terminated
in a manner satisfactory to all parties ; that nevertheless the Prince
Menschikoff, not satisfied with that, had demanded from the Porte
a treaty to guarantee the rights and privileges of all kinds accorded
by the Sultan to his Greek subjects ", " However great," it con-
tinued, " may be the desire of the Porte to preserve the most amicable
relations with Russia, she can never engage herself by such a guar-
antee towards a foreign Government, either concluding with it a
treaty or signing a simple official Note, without compromising
gravely her independence and the most fundamental rights of the
Sultan over his own subjects.** Despite ail this, the Porte, though
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